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LANDSCAPING ORDINANCE  (for CRC #9 review 09/25/2019) 

 

Sec. 1 - Purpose.  

Landscaping is accepted as adding value to property and is hereby declared to be in the interest of the 
general welfare of the City.  The provision of landscaped areas pursuant to the terms and provisions of 
this ordinance are intended to accomplish the following public purposes:  

(1) Reduce the amount of a development site that is devoted to impervious surface area; 

(2) Reduce the amount and intensity of storm water runoff; 

(3) Reduce the presence of non-point source pollutants in local waterways;  

(4) Establish pruning regulations for the protection and preservation of heritage and specimen trees, as 
well as all oak species that are susceptible to oak wilt disease; 

(5) Generally improve the overall appearance of the city; and 

(6) Provide enhanced economic and environmental systems for the public welfare. 

 

Sec. 2 - Definitions. 

The following terms when used in this ordinance shall have the meanings ascribed to them below: 

Caliper. The diameter of a tree.  The caliper width for existing trees is generally measured at forty-eight 
inches (48”) above natural grade.  The caliper width for multi-trunk trees is generally calculated by taking 
the caliper of the largest trunk and adding one-half (1/2) of the caliper values of each of the other smaller 
trunks.  

Heritage tree. A tree of notable historic interest and/or cultural value to the city, of any caliper size or 
height, because of its location or historical significance, and that is designated as a heritage tree by the 
planning and zoning commission after a public hearing and due notice of such to the property owner 
where the tree is located. 

Specimen tree. An existing living tree, of any height and having a caliper width of eighteen inches (18”) or 
larger, of any species or type except Chinaberry, Hackberry, Ashe Juniper (a.k.a. Mountain Cedar), 
Chinese Tallow, and Box Elder. 

 

Sec. 3 - Applicability. 

With the exception of tree pruning regulations which are applicable citywide, as set forth in Section 10 of 
this ordinance, these regulations only apply to all new developments within the Neighborhood 
Commercial (C-1), Light Commercial (C-2), General Commercial (C-3), Industrial and Manufacturing (IM), 
Downtown Arts and Culture (DAC), Mixed Use (MU), Planned Development (PD), Public and Institutional 
(PI) and Airport (AD) zoning districts on real property within the city’s corporate limits. 

 

Sec. 4 - Permits. 

For applicable developments (see section 2), no permits shall be issued for building, paving, grading or 
construction until a detailed landscape plan is submitted along with the site plan and 
engineering/construction plans, and until the landscape plan is approved by city staff as being consistent 
with the requirements of this ordinance.  Prior to the issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy for any 
building or structure, all required landscaping shall be in place in accordance with the approved 
landscape plan unless otherwise provided herein. 

 

Sec. 5 – Landscape plan. 

(1) For applicable developments (see section 2), a detailed landscape plan shall be submitted as part of 
the site plan and engineering/construction plans package.  The landscape plan may be shown on 
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the site plan (provided the site plan remains clear and legible) or may be drawn on a separate sheet.  
City staff shall review the landscape plan and shall approve same if the plan is in accordance with 
this ordinance, and with the stated purpose and intent of this ordinance.  If the plan is not in 
conformance, it shall be disapproved. 

(2) Landscaping plans should be prepared by a person knowledgeable in plant material usage and 
landscape design (e.g., landscape architect, landscape contractor, landscape designer, etc.).  Such 
plans shall contain the following minimum information: 

(a) Minimum scale of one inch (1") equals fifty feet (50'); show scale in both written and graphic 
form. 

(b) Location of all plant and landscaping materials to be used, including plants, paving, benches, 
screens, fountains, statues, earthen berms, ponds (to include depth of water), landscape 
rocks/gravel, topography of site, and other landscape features.  Also show the proposed site 
plan layout of all proposed buildings, paved areas, sidewalks, and any other impervious 
surfaces, as well as a table showing how much of the total site area is devoted to pervious vs. 
impervious surface area (as a percentage of total site area). 

(c) Species and common names, container size, planted height, spacing and quantities of all trees 
and plant materials to be used. 

(d) Notes indicating type of irrigation to be used (automatic drip-style or underground irrigation 
systems with freeze- and moisture-sensors are strongly encouraged). 

(e) Name, address and phone number of who prepared the landscape plan. 

(f) North arrow/symbol, and a location map showing where the property is located. 

(g) Date of the landscape plan (and any plan revision dates, as applicable). 

(h) Existing trees, or masses of tree cover, on the site with notes regarding which trees will be 
removed or preserved.  Existing heritage and specimen trees (as defined in section 2 of this 
ordinance) on the site shall be clearly shown and labeled on the landscape plan, along with 
notations regarding whether such trees will be removed or preserved. 

(i) Proposed strategies for protecting any existing trees or tree masses that will be preserved (per 
section 8 of the city’s tree preservation guidelines). 

 

Sec. 6 – General standards. 

(1) All required landscaped areas shall be completely covered with living plant material, except for 
portions that may be decorative rocks/gravel (see section 6(1) below).  Any additional pervious areas 
that are in excess of the required landscaped area shall also be covered with living plant material 
and/or decorative rocks/gravel. 

(2) As a guideline, it is preferred that plant materials within required landscape areas conform to the 
standards of the city’s Recommended Plant List (see section 11 of this ordinance). 

(3) Proposed turf areas for applicable developments (see section 2) shall be sodded, plugged, sprigged, 
hydro-mulched and/or seeded, except that solid sod turf grass, or other good-coverage evergreen 
ground cover if such is approved on the landscape plan, shall be used in all street and alley rights-
of-way, in drainage swales, on earthen berms and in other areas subject to erosion and for areas 
that will be subject to high foot traffic.  

(4) All turf and ground cover areas shall be planted in such a manner as to present a finished 
appearance and reasonably complete coverage within one (1) year following planting. 

(5) All landscaping areas shall be maintained in a healthy, living, growing and thriving condition (see 
section 9 of this ordinance). 

(6) All trees shall be maintained by the property owner (or by the immediately adjacent property owner 
where trees are located within public right-of-way) such that they are “limbed up” to allow a clear 
height of at least six feet and eight inches (6’8”) over all sidewalks and other pedestrian pathways, 
and a clear height of at least fourteen feet (14’) over all streets, drive aisles and other vehicular 
traffic ways. 
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(7) Only small ornamental trees, shrubs and groundcovers (i.e., no large shade trees) shall be planted 
under overhead utility lines or within any water, sanitary sewer, storm drainage or utility easement 
(unless such placement is approved by the city’s engineer, and by city staff on the landscape plan). 

(8) Driveways from public rights-of-way shall be allowed to traverse through required landscape areas, 
provided that such driveways are approved on the site plan (and by any other appropriate entity 
other than the city, such as TxDOT), and provided that such driveways are paved and installed in 
accordance with city (and other applicable entities’) regulations. 

 

Sec. 7 – Minimum landscaping requirements. 

(1) For all applicable developments (see section 3 of this ordinance), at least ten percent (10%) of the 
street yard shall be permanently landscaped area on all street frontages.  The street yard shall be 
defined as the area between the building front and the front property/right-of-way line.  Corner lots 
shall be defined as having two street yards (some of which will overlap), or possibly three or more if 
the lot has more than two street frontages.  Up to fifty percent (50%) of the required landscape area, 
within each street yard, may be non-vegetative, decorative rocks/gravel provided that such is 
installed in a manner that keeps the rocks/gravel in place (i.e., they will not wash away, roll down 
into sidewalks or streets or parking areas, etc.). 

(2) In calculating the square footage of the required landscaped area for each street yard, pervious 
portions of the street right-of-way may be counted and may comprise up to fifty percent (50%) of the 
required landscaped area if such right-of-way areas are approved on the landscape plan.  For corner 
and multiple street-frontage lots, landscaping within the overlapping street yard areas may be 
counted in meeting the required landscaped area square footage for each street yard. 

 

Sec. 8 – Sight distance and visibility. 

To avoid causing visibility obstructions and/or blind corners at intersections, a triangular visibility area, as 
described below, shall be created.  Landscaping and other structures (including walls, fences, signs, art 
objects, etc.) within the triangular visibility area shall be designed to provide unobstructed cross-visibility 
at a level between thirty inches (30”) and nine feet (9’) above natural grade.  Trees may be allowed in this 
area provided they are trimmed (i.e., “limbed-up”) in such a manner that no limbs or foliage extend into 
the cross-visibility area.  The triangular visibility areas shall be defined as: 

(1) The areas on both sides of the intersection of two alleys or of an alley and a public street right-of-
way shall have a triangular visibility area with two (2) sides of each triangle being a minimum of ten 
feet (10’) in length from the point of intersection and the third side being a line connecting the ends 
of the other two (2) sides. 

(2) The areas located at a corner formed by the intersection of two (2) or more public street rights-of-
way (or a private driveway onto a public street) shall have a triangular visibility area with two (2) 
sides of each triangle being a minimum of twenty-five feet (25’) in length along the right-of-way lines 
(or along the driveway curb line and the street right-of-way line) from the point of the intersection and 
the third side being a line connecting the ends of the other two (2) sides. 

 

Sec. 9 – Maintenance. 

(1) The property’s owner, tenant and/or their agent, if any, shall maintain all landscaped areas in a neat 
and orderly manner at all times.  This shall include, but not to be limited to, mowing, edging, pruning 
(in compliance with Section 10 of this ordinance) and other such activities common to the 
maintenance of landscaping.   

(2) Irrigation is not required, but all plant materials shall be maintained in a healthy and growing 
condition as is appropriate for the season of the year.  Plant materials that die shall be replaced with 
plant material of similar variety and size.  Trees with a trunk diameter in excess of six inches (6”) 
measured twenty-four inches (24”) above the ground may be replaced with ones of similar variety 
having a trunk diameter of no less than three inches (3”) measured twenty-four inches (24”) above 
the ground on a caliper-inch for caliper-inch basis (e.g., for a 6” tree, two 3” replacement trees shall 
be required). 
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Sec. 10 – Tree Pruning. 

(1) Prohibited activities.  It is unlawful for any person to do, or cause, direct or allow another person to 
prune any tree in a manner inconsistent with this section. 

(2) Applicability.  These tree pruning regulations apply to all real property and to all zoning districts 
within the city’s corporate limits. 

(3) In general. No specimen, or heritage or oak tree shall be pruned in such a manner that would 
reasonably lead to the death of the tree, and all pruning shall be by approved arboricultural 
techniques designed to preserve and protect the pruned trees. 

(4) Tree topping. Severely cutting back any type of tree’s limbs to stubs larger than three inches (3") in 
diameter within the tree’s crown to such a degree so as to remove the normal canopy and disfigure 
the tree shall be unlawful.  

(5) Branch and root pruning of wounded trees. Broken branches and exposed tree roots two inches (2”) 
in diameter or greater of specimen, heritage and oak trees shall be cut cleanly. In the case of oak 
species, in order to prevent infection by oak wilt spores, wounds shall be painted with an acceptable 
wound dressing within thirty (30) minutes following cutting. 

 

Sec. 11 – Recommended plant list. 

The local environment in Kerrville presents a variety of challenges to successful landscaping, including 
shallow, alkaline soils, high variability in rainfall from year to year, and wide temperature extremes. This 
plant list has been developed as a guideline for the public to assist in the creation of attractive, 
sustainable landscapes that are drought-tolerant, pest and disease resistant, and long-lasting. These 
recommended varieties have been carefully selected to ensure compatibility with the local soil and 
climate conditions, and they include a mix of both native plant species and some non-native plant species 
which have proven themselves particularly well adapted to the Kerrville area.  

The plant varieties selected reflect a strong emphasis on drought tolerance in order to reduce the need 
for supplemental watering, helping to conserve limited water resources and aiding in the preservation of 
the community’s lakes, streams and aquifers. These species are well adapted to Kerrville’s rocky, alkaline 
soils, reducing the need for various soil amendments, fertilizers and chemical treatments and making the 
plants more resistant to stresses that can result in disease and plant failure. The recommended species 
are shown in the chart below. 

Foliage Types:     D = Deciduous       E = Evergreen       S = Semi-Evergreen 
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Recommended Plant List 

 



 

Page 6 of 8 
C:\SS Documents\Kerrville\Landscaping & Tree Preservation\Landscaping - to  City staff for CRC #9 (clean091719ss).doc 

 

Recommended Plant List, cont’d. 
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Recommended Plant List, cont’d. 

 



 

Page 8 of 8 
C:\SS Documents\Kerrville\Landscaping & Tree Preservation\Landscaping - to  City staff for CRC #9 (clean091719ss).doc 

 

Recommended Plant List, cont’d. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


